CRITIC'Ss FOCUSs CRITIC'S

FOCUis

030-031e(07) eGausa-Nabito (critic)2pp 24/11/08 3:48 pm Pa%30

CRITIC's FOCUs CRITIC'S

Nabito Arquitectura

Masterplan for the Poljane area of Ljubljana City:
The Rainbow Tower, Ljubljana, Slovenia, 2007-

Manuel Gausa

One of the most important scenarios of investigation at
the beginning of this century is to be found in the
unexpected leap in scale of the new multicity and the
possible leaping between scales of contemporary design
(or, if preferred, an interscalar shift between the city, the
site and the architectural object).

In reality, if the current vocation of architectural design
is that of functioning as an authentic ‘relational/emotional
surrounding’ or a ‘field of forces’ between tensions,
information, vocations and solicitations — global and local,
rather than an aesthetic object — then there are only a few
groups such as Barcelona-based Nabito Arquitectura with
the ability to define — with a relaxed and natural talent
that is rich with solutions and ideas — a necessarily
extroverted condition of contemporary architecture.

While this holistic motivation, combined with a significant
control of the formal, can be found in most of Nabito's
projects, perhaps their more recent works in Rome (the
Meno é piu operation) and Slovenia (the urban masterplan
and implementation plan for Ljubljana) are those that
most clearly express this relational vocation. Such works
both conceptually and expressively synthesise and
materialise the specificity of the urban context in relation
to the city, place in relation to context, building in relation
to place, and landscape in relation to building as part of a
unique architectural intervention.
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This can be seen as much in the use of one resourceful model
capable of creating patterns and blueprints for programme and

space, building and landscape (for example, the five-leaf

geometries of the school and park of the Colle delle Gensole in
Rome), as in the explicit materiality of an a-scalar instrument —
the uniting arch of the urban spaces designed for Ljubljana (an
anti-typological skyscraper planted on its site, renouncing its
naturally rigid totemic and vertical condition, bending itself in the
search for somewhere else, and uniting linear development with a
topological liaison). Such a ‘glocal’ concept becomes particularly

intense, invoking another, fundamental level of interaction
between architecture, infrastructure and landscape.

Given these considerations it is worth noting that Nabito’s
current work develops and designs, specific to each project, real
connective landscapes used to structure geometries and answers,
abstract logics and arranged actions, imposed orders and exposed
forms and, above all, concept and poetry, sense and sensitivity,
pure strategy and formal/plastic pleasure, spatial quality and,
most definitely, human quality. Such terms seem to refer to our

(un)conscious search for enjoyment, desire, motivation and
exchange, and a desire for interaction, as optimistic as it is
uninhibited, and as communicative as it is expressive.
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PROJECT SITE WATERGATE AND THE CORMNER
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top: An open and liquid system with fuzzy borders, the aim of Nabito’s i i

masterplan is to host all activities in a compact construction to free up TH i
space for public uses. Poljane area of Ljubljana could therefore become an | i = e E —

advanced district of services immersed in a large green area.

above and right: Model of the Rainbow Tower and plans for the i~ o L]
residential units. The tower deals with both the vertical and horizontal ' —
dimensions simutaneously. The numerous activities within it transform it | =
into a container which is both an attractor and a distributor of energy. i ! -
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